
In the 1970s till 1980s, Dr Sutton 
helped organised several of UK’s 
major expeditions to the tropics, 
including Raleigh International. For 
25years, he lectured on ecology at 
the University of Leeds and then 
became research coordinator for the 
Southeast Asia Rainforest Research 
Programme (SEARRP) based at 
Danum Valley, a highly successful 
joint venture between the Royal 
Society of London and Yayasan 
Sabah. He has authored and edited 8 
books and published 75 papers. He 
collaborated with Sir David 
Attenborough on several TV 
programmes and for 15 years was a 
regular radio broadcaster in the UK 
on the topics of natural history.

Nowadays, Dr Sutton is retired but is 
currently working with the Institute 
of Terrestrial Biology and 
Conservation of University Malaysia 
Sabah (UMS) on the Pyraloid Moth 
project, building up a SE Asia 
Reference Collection of these moths 
in Borneensis, the Institute’s 
museum.  Some 1500 specimens of 
500 species have been added to the 
collection so far (but there are an 
estimated 2,500 species n Borneo!). 
Dr.Sutton has been working on this 
project since 2009 with funding from 
private sponsors in KL. An IT �rm in 
KL has produced a website for 

identifying these moths and Dato’ 
Henry Barlow, Dr. Terry Whitaker and  
Dr Stephen have produced a 93 
paged book with almost 1,0000 
species depicted in its 25 coloured 
plates, providing identi�cation for 
readers.

On June 5th 2015 a violent 
earthquake centred on Mount 
Kinabalu left a degree of 
psychological trauma in the 
tight-knit community of Kampung 
Kiau.  Dr. Sutton was caught up in the 
earthquake while on the pyralioid 
moth audit for UMS at Kinabalu 
Mountain Lodge up at 1600m level. 
There were no injuries and little 
damage at that level, but, having 

witnessed the physical and economic 
impact of the earthquake, Dr. Sutton 
decided to help the Kg Kiau 
community get back on its feet, 
looking for ways to provide extra 
income and thus raising folks spirit 
and con�dence in the future.

The �rst project involved training 
mountain guides to develop 
communication and bird watching 
skills. The aim of the project also 
included increasing awareness among 
visitors of the rich biodiversity Mount 
Kinabalu has to o�er. This work was 
funded courtesy of the Sunway Group 
and Bodhi Vision in KL and carried out 
by the Rotary Club of Kota Kinabalu 
(RCKK).

The second project, commencing 
now, is to train ten Homestay 
Operators in the Kiau Valley how to 
identify birds and butter�ies so as to 
show them to their visitors, along with 
medicinal plants, wild fruits and other 
things that visiting naturalists like to 
see and photograph. How to increase 
the supply of fruits, seeds and plenty 
of insects for the birds to eat, nectar 
for the adult butter�ies and foodplant 
for the caterpillars is part of this 
training. This work is funded by the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel in KK.

The Kinabalu Birdwing Butter�y 
Troidesandromache: A Short 
Introduction 
The third project involves improving 
the chances of avoiding extinction 
for the mysterious Kinabalu Birdwing 
Butter�y. This insect giant  (up to 
19cm wingspan) is the equal largest 
butter�y in Borneo (with Rajah 
Brooke's Birdwing) and is one of the 
biggest anywhere. Unlike the Rajah it 
occurs nowhere else in the world. 

The only big population we know of 
is in Kinabalu National Park and the 
remaining (and threatened) forest 
just outside the Park. There are relict 
populations on Mt Trus Madi and in 
the Crocker Range at GunungAlab 
(stretching down to the Mahua 
Waterfall near Tambunan - this is a 
good place to see it).  Old specimens 
in museums show it was much more 
widely distributed in Sabah formerly. 
It is absolutely dependent on a 
foodplant which only grows in dense 
old-growth forest, mostly between 
1,000 and 2,000m altitude.

This butter�y is famous around the 
world as one of the legendary 
birdwing butter�ies of SE Asia. These 
created great excitement amongst 
the �rst Western explorers. Curiously, 
it has been completely ‘under the 
radar’ in Sabah, its only home. It is an 
unvalued gem of Sabah’s natural 
heritage and deserves to be made an 
icon to save it. Naturalists travel from 
afar to see Birdwings in Australia and 
Papua New Guinea. They would do 
so here if they knew about it and 
could guarantee to see it. 

Andromache (pronounce it 
‘anDROMacky’) is not just mysterious 
but should perhaps be known as ‘The 
Mourning Birdwing’. White was the 
colour of mourning in ancient 
Greece. The white colour of the adult 
female likely led to Dr Staudinger of 
Berlin in 1892 to name it 
‘andromache’ after the tragic Princess 
Andromache of the city of Troy, 
whose baby son was killed by 
Achille’s sta� at the sack of the city.

There possibly still exists a relict 
population of a close relation in 
Sarawak, but no one knows. If 
anyone wants to do a bit of ‘Citizen 
Science’ and go look for it that would 
be a real step forward.

Threats to the Kinabalu Birdwing
Dr Stephen and his team are 
currently looking at how endangered 
this butter�y is and how to increase 
its population, funded through RCKK 
by the Ministry of Tourism. This is also 
part of the Homestay Operators 
training (Project 2 above) because 
they are growing the foodplant so 
they can put it in the shady parts of 
the their kebuns to provide more 
food for the larvae and bring this 
ghost of a species down into the 
kampong for Homestay visitors to 
see and photograph.Sabahan Paul 
Foronda of RCKK is supervising the 
training and UK based Dr Terry 
Whitaker is advising. Support 
internationally is provided by the 
Swallowtail & Birdwing Butter�y Trust 
(www.sbbt.org.uk//kinabalu-birdwing-
project/ )

Destruction of the habitat of 
Troidesandromacheis occurring on 
an alarming scale. The primary 
threats are deforestation caused by 

the pressure from the 
increasing human 

population and 
climate 

change.It is 

saddening to see this graceful 
butter�y slowly disappearing from 
some of its localities surrounding 
Mount Kinabalu. Conservation is held 
up because there is no information 
on its ecology and breeding biology. 
For example, the host plant, thought 
to be anAristolochia species, has not 
been properly con�rmed to this day. 

The same goes for its exact 
distribution, since many 
mountainous areas in Sabah 
remainunsampled for this species.
The Kinabalu Birdwing is ‘sexually 
dimorphic’, meaning male and 
female can be easily distinguished by 
their di�ering size and colouration. 

Unlike the four other Borneo 
Birdwings, the females have white 
forewings with a black band on the 
edge of their wing. The males 
possess black forewings and on the 
underside a number of white 
“arrowheads”. Both sexes have yellow 
and black hind wings. The hind 
wings of the male a glorious golden 
colour with black dots along the 
border.The female hindwings are 
predominantly black with a patch of 
yellow at the base. 

This birdwing is di�cult to observe in 
its natural environment, as a result of 
its precipitous lower montane forest 
habitat and its canopy �ying habits. 
Most sightings are in gardens where 
it wanders in search of nectar from 
�ower like Poinsettia, Hibiscus and 
Balsam. Even where it is well 
established it is rare to see more than 
three or four in a day.


